Topic: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people who earn a lot of money are successful. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
One of the greatest influences of society is money. Wealth has become a common measure of success. However, I strongly disagree that wealth is an accurate measure of success. There are many ways of evaluating success. Two methods of evaluating someone's success are by their accomplishments and whether they have contributed to society or not.

First, success can also be measured by one's accomplishments. Wealth is not always someone's primary goal or course of action. For example, Albert Einstein was brilliant physicist known through out the world for his theory of relativity. He is famous because of his theories and his developments in the field. While working on physics he was a patent clerk, a position that would never supply him with financial wealth. His example can be seen throughout the world. University professors and researchers would simply not exist if everyone were  concerned with wealth. Success is not only measured by wealth but in accomplishments, such as Einstein's theories or new drugs developed through research. 

Second, one's success can be measured by whether they have contributed to society. While people such as Bill Gates may donate millions to charities and foundations, there are other people who donate their lives. Mother Teresa was a nun , devoting her entire life to helping the poor in India. She won many awards for her struggle in trying to help the poor, but never kept any of the money awarded for her own personal gain. Her example is also followed by many people in social services. Working for the government, especially in social services, will never make anyone millions. However, many university graduates willingly dedicate their careers to helping children. The feelings of abused children or those getting out of helpless situations are a contribution that should not be ignored. Whether someone earns a million dollars a year or more is a very shortsighted method of evaluating success.

In short, while rich people are often judged as being successful, many of them shouldn't be considered so. I think a more appropriate method of evaluating success is by one's accomplishments or contributions to society. 

